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Mr.  Chairman  - 
Distinguished  Guests  - 
Fellow  Republicans  - 


This,  for  us,  is  a  happy  occasion.   We  are—in  the  order  of  our  good 
fortunes— free  Americans,  wholesome  Hoosiers,  and  -  may  I  say,  -vindicated 
Republicans.   Tffho  then,  through  all  this  land,  could  find  deeper  satisfacUon 
than  do  we  in  this  observance? 

We  have  come  here  not  only  to  din©  and  share  the  joy  of  victory,  but 
aore  than  that,  to  conteii?>late  the  meaning  of  a  great  man.    He,  was  of  humble 
birth  and  purely  American.    He,  too,  spent  years  on  this,  the  soil  of  our  native 
State.    And  he— though  you  scarcely  need  reminding— was  not  only  the  first  but 
the  greatest  in  all  our  party  line  of  Presidents. 

Tou  and  I,  from  childhood  onvrard,  have  caae  to  know  Abraham  Lincoln. 
For  us  the  episodes  of  his  life  can  be  recalled  in  familiar  succession}  the 
poverty-bom  boy,  the  gangling  hard-forked  youth,  the  struggling  lawyer,  the 
country  politician.    Thence,  the  Springfield  legislator,  the  respected  debater, 
and  finally  for  him,  the  call  to  the  highest  office  of  our  Government.  After 
that,  the  long  cruel  test  of  statesmanship  against  the  passions  of  a  dividing 
people?    his  fine  resolve  and  final  success  in  keeping  this  nation  one  and 
indivisible,  and  then  so  tragically,  his  death  at  the  point  of  a  madman*  s  pistol. 

To  review  that  career,  with  an  exactitude  of  date  and  detail,  would 
but  consume  your  time  tonight.    Rather  than  lean  backwards  to  examine  Ldjcoln, 
the  man,  might  we  not  better  reach  out  to  commune  with  Lincoln,  the  spirit? 

What,  in  sxsstgle  analysis,  coiad  have  endowed  this  very  human  being 
with  principles  so  noble,  humility  so  genuine,  and  character  so  rugged  that  free 
men  in  far  comers  of  the  earth  carry  his  image  in  their  hearts?    What,  f^^^e^** 
did  this  first  Republican  leave  us  as  a  heritage  that  might  serve  the  faithful 
of  our  generation  as  an  inspiration  and  a  sacred  trust? 

It  is  the  finding  of  persons  more  scholarly  than  I,  that  from  the  first 
days  of  cornfield  speaking,  through  to  the  hour  he  slipped  away  into  death, 
Abraham  Lincoln  held  fast  to  a  two-fold  faith.    In  the  darkest  days  at  the  White 
House,  when  this  nation  was  rent  apart  by  war,  Lincoln  never  faltered  in  his 
faith.    Through  pain,  anguish  and  mental  distress,  he  sought  by  prayer  and  in  act 
to  save  the  two— the  people  and  the  constitution.    Even  in  the  awful  moment  when 
bloodshed  could  no  longer  be  averted  or  postponed,  he  remained  steadfast. 

"Others",  he  reasoned,  "are  bent  upon  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution, 
but  I,  before  God,  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  preserve  and  protect  it." 

We  today  remain  his  people,  and  we— thank  God—  remain  a  republic  under 
that  Constitution  which  he  saved  for  us. 

Today,  of  course,  our  numbers  are  greatly  multiplied,  our  interests  more 
diversified,  and  our  economic  life  more  complicated  than  Lincoln  probably  fore- 
saw.   But,  througli  all  tho  difficulties  that  now  beset  us,  we  can  and  must  stand 
as  Lincoln  stood— with  supreme  faith  in  the  people— all  our  people,  and  with  a 
fim  regard  for  that  great  instrument  of  Justice  which  guarantees  Government  by 
law  rather  than  rule  by  whim. 


We  ar©  experiencing  an  interval  of  American  history  when  the  star 
of  Republicanism  is  ascending  the  political  heavens.    That  star— if  we  keep 
faith— iwill  pise  higher  and  higher  until  it  shines  laajeatically,  not  only 
as  a  beacon  guide  for  the  welfare  of  this  land,  but  for  the  welfare  of  all 
lands  where  men  strive  for  freedom  and  opportunity. 

I  am  not  going  back  fourteen  years,  but  I  am  going  to  say  that  a 
very  definite  epoch  has  ended.    And  I  am  going  to  reiaind  you  that  that  era 
ended  because  the  people  wanted  it  ended.    Through  the  bsdlot  box  this  past 
Noveinber,  the  American  people-— labor,  capital,  farmer,  merchant,  veteran  and 
housewife-— spoke  their  ndnds.    There  can  be  no  misjudging  their  sentiments  or 
adsrepresenting  their  will. 

They  called  upon  this  party  of  Lincoln's  tear  a  change  in  our  national 
life— 4iot  only  the  unscraaiblin^  of  countless  errors,  but-— and  this  is  more 
iiaportant-'  a  drastic  change  of  attitude  and  of  spirit. 

They*,  to  be  sure  «  have  not  asked  to  go  back  to  anything,  but  thqy 
have  demanded  the  right  to  march  forward  with  faith  in  tested  frnidammtals  of 
honesty,  self-respect,  and  more  individual  freedom* 

In  these  crucial  days  -  not  only  of  America*  s  destiny,  but  the 
destii^  of  civiliEed  mankind  -  in  this,  still  the  strongest  and  richest  of 
nations,  the  Republican  party  has  been  given  a  brief  two-year  trial  to  prove  its 
mettle.    Already  in  a  thousand  scattered  capitols—  our  courthouses,  our  state- 
house,  and  in  Washii^on,  the  forces  of  common  sense,  sanity,  and  simple 
honesty  in  public  affairs  are  in  motion.    They  are  weaving  together,  into  a  new 
pattern  of  govemarant  both  responsive  and  responsible,  the  long  neglested 
fibers  of  state  cmft,  thrift,  econraBy,  and  sound  Americanism.    Two  years  hence, 
when  the  American  people  have  examined  this  handiwork  and  foimd  it  good,  they 
will  seal  their  vote  of  confidence  by  sweepii^  into  the  l^te  House  a  man 
wortiQr  of  Lincoln  and  his  party  -  a  vigorous,  forthright  Hepublicanl 

In  political  terminology,  we  are  in  an  « off-year *.Bere  in  Indiana 
our  electioneering,  at  most,  will  be  within  cities  and  tovms.    But  I  know,  as 
you  do,  that  from  now  until  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  of 
«ovember,  191*8,  we  Republicans  can  take  no  time  off.    Our  task  is  to  redeem 
in  two  years  all  that  was  bent  and  broken  in  fourteen  years  of  false  econoiay, 
cynical  promises,  regimentati on,  oppressive  taxation,  axid  even  a  most 
horrible  war  and  its  attendant  abnormalities.    Only  by  clear  and  courageous 
action  can  we  hope  to  enter  fully  upon  the  return  to  sanity  through  tried 
fundamentals,  the  like  of  -which  AbraJiam  Lincoln  is  the  outstanding  apostle. 

/     Let  us  examine  this  logic  critically,   Abraham  Lincoln,  "whose  birthday 
is  biing  celebrated  universally  today,  made  his  contribution  to  his  country.  les, 
to  the  entire  world,  by  means  of  his  character.    A  character  made  up  of  the 
fundaiasntal  philosophies  which  enabled  him  to  grapple  with  unsolved  problem 
of  his  age.    These  problems  were  many  and  varied,  eiabracing  social,  governmental, 
and  political  questions.    They  also  included  distinctly  human  perplexities  and 
great  controverifeids. 
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We  can  only  inarvel  at  this  ironderfal  LinccxLn  chaz^ter  entoraclng 
those  qualities  Tdiich  made  him  th@  master  of  tho  may  situations  with  vihich  his 
age  was  beset« 

All  of  us  recognize  the  importancQ  of  the  formative  years  of  childhood 
in  the  developiaerrt  of  character*   Vie  Hoosiers,  right  here  in  the  "pocket"  "whare 
LixKsoln  spent  fourteen  years  of  chiMhood,  not  boastfully,  but  with  reason,  tsk9 
credit  for  the  einrironmental  influence  of  this  very  part  of  southern  Inddana  on 
this  youth  from  ago  seven  years,  to  the  age  of  21* 

Durii^  those  fourteeai  years  Abraham,  the  lad,  grew  from  boyhood  to 
"Lincoln  the  man".    He  learned  of  the  troubles  besetting  a  coiaparable  new 
Republic.    y©s,  in  this  part  of  an  expaiKiing,  westward  moving  govemaent  he  grew 
with  those  probleiae  and  in  the  development  of  thecu   Ife  saw  that  which  was  sound, 
that  which  was  true,  and  above  all,  that  which  was  right  -  as  a  fundamental 
in  the  solving  of  those  probl^as.   Yes,  h^r©  -  his  character  was  moulded  •  and  that 
character  thus  moulded  -  through  irieeting  haa^dships  and  solving  then,  and  this  gave 
him  an  understanding  of  those  essential  traits  of  character  t*ilch  governed  the 
reminder  of  his  life.    And  the  influence  of  that  life  was  woven  into  a  nation  and 
a  people  -  and  expressed  in  a  goverraaent  that  has  brought  so  aany  blessings  to  all 
of  us  today, 

3outhern  Indiana  took  a  youth  and  put  him  thru  the  school  of  experience 
of  lit  years  of  life  and  gave  him  to  the  nation,  Lincoln  the  man  -  capable  of 
being  its  leader  and  saviour  of  that  nation  as  a  union,  our  United  States  of  America, 

Today  -  we  find  ourselves  having  come  through  another  lU  years.    Oh  - 
what  a  contra^tl    It  seems  a  sacrilege  to  mention  the  two  epochs,  of  the  same 
duration  of  years,  in  the  sane  talk*    These  tiro  stages  of  history  are  similar  in  many 
respects,  however.    Uncertainty,  iVustration,  distrust,  and  questioning  face  us  as 
a  people,  now.    The  past  fourteen  years  of  experimentation,  even  to  the  extent  of 
practicing  quaclrery,  steeped  in  bureaucratic  bungling,  have  failed  to  produce  among 
those  in  charge,  a  philosopliy  capable  of  solving  the  chaotic  condition  of  an 
America  -  wealthiest  in  the  fandly  of  nations  -  wrostling  with  a  staggering  debt,  and 
torn  by  the  many  theories  of  unsound  govemnontal  practices  of  the  past  lU  years. 
These  IJ4  years  liave  brought  the  people  of  this  nation  to  the  point  of  much 
aggravation,  unhappineso,  and  even  suffering. 

The  practice  of  throwing  overboard  the  tried  and  true  principles  as  ^plied 
by  the  agency  of  the  Lincoln  character  in  govemmcnt  has  failed,   A  principle  of 
government  is  like  a  law  of  nature.    That  principle  is  operative  regardless  of 
surrounding  conditions.    The  law  of  gravity  operates  in  spite  of  any  nuiJi>er  of 
statutes,  or  objections  of  any  nation  against  it.    And  thus  it  is  with  principles 
governing  econoraicQ,  human  relations,  finance,  and  the  operative  laws  of  all 
agencies  affecting  o\ir  lives  as  a  people  or  as  a  nation.    The  principles  which 
made  up  Abraham  Lincoln* 3  character  which  enabled  him  to  solve  the  perplexities^ of 
his  time  -  like  the  lav/s  of  the  universe  -  are  continuously  operative  -  and  lYnds 
applicable  to  our  troublesome  situations  today.    Truth,  justice,  econcsny,  states- 
manship, and  simplicity  as  opposed  to  bureaucracy,  will  serve  us  today  as  they 
served  Abraham  iincoln. 


We  as  Hepublicajis  are  meeting  all  over  the  land  to  do  honor  to  the 
B^mory  of  Abraham  Ldncoln,    In  addition  to  paying  our  respect  to  hie  memory  we 
are  rededicating  oiirselves  and  our  party  to  the  patriotic  sei^ce  in  meeting  the 
nation* s  problems  of  today.   We  believe  that  much  of  otir  distress  as  a  nation  ie 
the  result  of  the  deviation  from  the  Aioerican  heritage  of  government  expressed 
and  practiced  by  the  immortal  Lincoln* 

I  ^ivocate  for  our  party,  and  in  so  doing  I  m  sure  that  I  express  the 
wishes  of  all  of  us,  the  inclusion  in  our  prograrii  of  patriotic  service,  fell  the 
qualities  practiced  by  Lincoln  the  founder  of  our  Republican  party.    This  ranges 
from  the  gentleness  of  huiable  sacred  honor  as  expressed  when  he  said,  "All  that 
I  am  or  hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  ray  angel  Mother,"    to  the  profound  utterances  of 
state  on  issues,  such  as  the  emancipation  of  the  Hegro  slaves,  or  the  preservation 
of  the  Union,  as  expressed  in  the  Gettysburg  address* 

In  all  that  range  of  expression,  expressive  of  his  breadth  of  character 
there  was  the  simple,  lovable  manner  of  a  man  of  the  people  -  who  knew  life,  from. 
poverty  to  the  grandeur  of  the  highest  office  of  his  people.    And  through  all  that 
life  we  see  those  characteristics  which  were  learned,  yes,  which  were  not  just  a 
part  of  him  -  but  were  the  real  Abraham  Lincoln  himself.    The  Lincoln  of  those  lit 
years  of  moulding  right  here  as  one  of  us. 

We  all  think  so  Hnich  of  our  native  locality,  which  we  call  hoaae.    That  is 
natural  and  as  it  should  be  -  but  in  this  the  "pocket  area"  -  I  have  always  felt 
that  the  spirit  of  America  was  so  indelibly  sts^nped  on  the  lives  of  its  people 
that  all  America  can  truly  feel  that  this,  the  great  middle  western  part  of  the 
United  States  -  is  indeed  the  cradle  of  our  great  nation,    Lincoln  hiraself  in 
writing  of  this  area  said|  "It  is  here  that  the  great  problem  of  human  destiny  will 
be  worked  out  on  a  grander  scale  than  was  before  atteispted  or  conceived," 

And  so  tonight  while  we  bow  in  reverence  to  the  great  American,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  -  we  renew  our  pledge  to  America  through  his  party,  the  Republican  pau:*ty, 
to  keep  the  faith  as  exemplified  by  his  life  -  and  that  we  will  renew  our  efforts 
to  restore  that  which  his  life  and  philosophy  of  life  held  so  essential  -  that 
governi^nt  shall  be  a  goverraaent  "of  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  by  the  people," 
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